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to bring the whole population into the Plan : and in
the Plan there is much care for the old and invalided.
This is why the vital question is the number of those
" outside the pale." I asked several questions about it,
but it is not to be estimated independently in Moscow ;
for since the wholesale expulsions Moscow is practically
all inside the Plan, and work in it is the first condition
of food and housing. With the introduction of the
passport system, many thousands of persons were
expelled, including many of the old and infirm, to shift
for themselves as best they could elsewhere, with the
probability that they would later again be pushed farther
on. Their places were occupied, and more than occupied,
by twice their number of new-comers recruited into the
intensive work of the capital. Thus the general condi-
tions of the country are not to be judged from Moscow ;
but as Moscow is the nerve-centre of the country, the
conditions in this beehive are intended for extension to
the rest. All this means that the housing problem is only
aggravated, and is likely to remain acute for some time
to come. That the question is, in the long run, being
dealt with, will be seen from what I have said of the
colossal plans for almost doubling Moscow; but that
itself will for a time only make it more acute. The
question is at present a very sore one, probably the sorest
spot in the present situation ; and it is probable that the
next big concentration of purpose will be directed on to
it. For those in regular employment there is already a
great improvement on the desperate conditions of some
two years ago ; quarters, for one in employment, may
cost ten per cent, of the salary. Some of the young
wives of English specialists told me something about